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WAR ON THE DEFENSIVE. 

One of the speakers at the late Peace Congress made 
the declaration that war is on the defensive. This fact 
has been often noted of late. It has become so patent 
that the statement of it is simple and natural. This fact 
is one of the greatest possible encouragements. "What 
are the evidences of its truth? 

The first one to be noted is the speeches and writings 
of the military class. Articles in the North American 
Review during the last two years, as well as in other 
journals, are sufficient evidence, considering the tone in 
which they have been written, that the class of men who 
live by the military have felt themselves compelled to de- 
fend the system against the rising tide of opposition to it. 
The opponents of war have been called visionary and 
impracticable, and fanatical, and unpatriotic, but they 
have suddenly become so numerous as to compel atten- 
tion, and to force the defenders of the old system of 
force to say the best things possible of a cruel and unrea- 
sonable art. It is true that nothing new is put forward 
in these defences, but the old arguments are urged with 
an intensity that suggests despair. 

Another proof of the fact named above is the readiness 
and eagerness with which the military classes, using this 
word in its widest sense, take up and encourage every 
thing which tends to keep alive the military spirit. Mili- 
tary drill in schools, the boys' brigades in Churches and 
Sunday Schools, the military training of the telegraph 
and postal clerks in England, are all pushed with a zeal 
which is suggestive of some extraordinary motive. The 
whole military system is being developed and modified 
and perfected in every possible way, in order to make it 
as imposing and fascinating as possible, that it may not 
lose its hold upon society. Parades and Naval reviews 
and grand manoeuvres, and sham battles and sea fights, 
are made as magnificent as time and means will permit. 
The very perfection, therefore, of the modern military 
system is strong evidence that it is pervaded with a feel- 
ing, perhaps largely unconscious as yet, that its day is 
nearly over. 

It was once taken for granted that war was the normal 
and unavoidable condition of society. It was as natural 
to fight as to eat, and men supposed that they must fight 
in order to eat. This whole conception is now changed. 
The majority of thinking men dare to question this ancient 
idea, and many, an increasing multitude, dare to say 
aloud what they think. 

There is a great movement among the masses, in all 



their organized labors, against the military system. They 
feel its tyranny, its robbery, its slavery, its anti-social 
nature. They are rebelling against it ; they are denounc- 
ing it openly ; they are threatening to use against it that 
mightiest modern instrument in the hands of the weak, the 
strike. 

Opposition to war has gotten permanently into litera- 
ture, as opposition to slavery did half a century ago. It 
is not only there, but it is becoming very prominent. 
Some of the most popular books of to-day are anti-war 
books, — "Die Waff en Nieder " and " La Debacle," both 
of which are unsparing arraignments of the awful cruelties 
and the inherent immoralities of war. A poet of our own 
country, a rising poet, who is destined soon to hold a high 
place, who holds already a high place in our new litera- 
ture, has dared to make peace and its glories the key note 
of his song. 

The peaceful adjustment of the Behring Sea difficulty 
has called forth an amount of interest and satisfaction 
never before known in such a case. The interest has 
been of a type altogether different from that awakened 
by the Alabama decision, — much deeper, more universal, 
more humanitarian, more Christian. Papers of all classes 
have been full of it, have boasted of it as a great triumph 
of civilization. The new method of dealing with difficul- 
ties has been the supreme thought, — not what either 
country got or suffered by the decision. Ministers of the 
Gospel without number have made it the thema of noble 
discourses. All this has made war, as a method of set- 
tling difficulties, look blacker than ever. It will have to 
apologize again for its existence. A better way has been 
at last, after years of experimentation, really discovered. 

Anything like warlike aggression is frowned upon and 
openly condemned by the whole civilized world. The 
public conscience has become quick and sensitive in this 
regard. It will be a long time before France recovers 
from the disgrace into which she has fallen through her 
recent treatment of Siam. Not only in England, where 
some lingering dislike for her neighbor across the Channel 
may be supposed to exist, but in America, which naturally 
loves and respects France, has her treatment of Siam 
been universally condemned. Not a voice has been lifted 
up in her defence. We want to see no more of the spirit 
of her Napoleonic times. Many of her own best citizens 
have looked on with shame to see her real glory and 
honor, of which she has so much, again sacrificed at the 
altar of the god of battles. 

What is the meaning of this new conception of war? 
What promise does it give, what hope does it inspire for 
the future? Wars may still occur as. the last efforts of a 
decaying system — frantic, desperate wars ; but the attack- 
ing forces will with increasing courage press their assault 
until every war flag is down and every gun disabled. The 
great peace victory draweth nigh. 



